Indiana Division USCA Fall Meeting
Culver, Indiana

November 8, 2008

28 people in attendance; Betsy Arnold presiding.

1.  Election of Vice President: Sonja Gilman nominated and elected unanimously.  

2.  Election of Secretary: Ted Beatty nominated, elected w/ Guy Gilman dissenting.

3.  Election of Competition Chair: Brent Ernsberger nominated and elected unanimously.

4.  Election of Webmaster:  Following universal acclaim for the superb job done by Kurt Begue since 1997, Bill Arnold nominated and elected unanimously.  Bill said the new website is now live at www.Indianapaddlers.com .  He will be adding some new features over coming months.  

5.  Minutes from Spring meeting approved and will be posted on the website.

Officer Reports
Treasurer:  Wendy Brinson reported the balance which at the last meeting was $1911.62 is now $2023.00, with accompanying details.  Treasurer’s report was approved as read.  

Delegate’s Report:  Terry Pontius attended the last National meeting.  He noted that (1) USCA News is taking any race reports and stories; (2) the 2009 Nationals will be back in Warren, PA, where they plan to lengthen the marathon course by about 15 minutes; (3) and the 2009 Aluminum Nationals will be held on the Desplaines River the day before the Desplaines race.  

Indiana now has 3 delegates to the USCA: Terry Pontius, Steve Schwinn, and Steve Horney.

Old Business
1.  Kurt Begue reported the saga of the C2 Mixed trophy, lost for awhile and a new one made by Bill & Deb Knost.  Then the old one reappeared, reconstructed.  Kurt proposes that the old trophy be retired and the new one, once engravings be brought up to date, serve as the permanent trophy.  Approved.
2.  Sugar Creek Race.  Betsy sent a letter to Clements Canoe Rental with some recommended changes and comments on last year’s race.  Concerns involve date, shuttle, etc.  Bob Swalley has talked to them and will talk to them again.  Next year will be the 40th anniversary.
New Business
1.  2009 Race Schedule.  Kurt reported that Jerry is willing do to the Germanfest Fort Wayne race one more year, then will look for a replacement.  Kurt is looking for a replacement to run his Fort Wayne race.  Steve Horney is interested in running a Fort Wayne race above the damn, north, from Leo to the Spencerville covered bridge and back, about 18 miles.  He will explore the possibility of running this as one of the existing Fort Wayne races next year or the year after.  

2.  Mary Ann Pontius proposed that the Indiana division create standard boat number stickers w/ the division logo and supply them to all races.  She will investigate the cost.

3.  Pat Oakley pointed out that it would be good to see more Indiana members become certified instructors through the training at the USCA Nationals.  Race sponsors could then run clinics in the months before their races and bring new paddlers into the sport.

4.  Steve Horney reported that he has set up a yahoo group for Indiana racers: USCA_Indiana-racing.  He will coordinate with Bill Arnold any overlap and redundancy.  

Trophy Presentations
Trophies were awarded to all categories – see the website for complete list!

Mandy Streib was awarded Indiana Paddler of the Year Trophy for her supurb work in hosting the 2008 USCA Nationals.  
Jim Anderson suggested we officially allow C2 cruisers to compete in the standard class (noting there are no longer, as of 2009, any standard boats running).  Approved.  

The 2009 Spring Meeting will be held after the Tippecanoe Marathon Race, May 9.  

The 2009 Fall Meeting will be held in Culver on Saturday, November 7.  

